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Abstract
Today, climatic indices have received special attention due to
the multifaceted nature of weather and the complexity of using

climatic variables. These indices can determine the optimal time

for tourists to visit a destination by identifying the most
favorable months for tourism. Accordingly, the present study

aimed to sustainably utilize the natural capacities of the Pol-e

Dokhtar Wetlands No-Hunting Area for the sustainable
development of ecotourism and to enhance its position in the

national tourism industry. This was achieved by identifying
favorable tourism months using two climatic indices: The

Tourism Climate Index (TCI) and the Baker index. The results

obtained from the TCI index indicate that the most favorable
weather conditions for tourism in this area are related to the

months of Mehr (September/October) and Aban (October/
November), categorized as excellent condition, and the least

favorable conditions are related to the months of Ordibehesht
(April/May), Khordad (May/June), Tir (June/July), and Mordad

(July/August). The Baker index results also showed that the

months of Aban (October/November), Azar (November/
December), Dey (December/January), and Bahman (January/

February), with mild and pleasant daytime conditions and cool

nights, possess suitable conditions for the presence of tourists in
the area. Overall, the results of both the TCI and Baker indices

suggest that from autumn until late winter is the best time in

terms of tourism climate, and conversely, from late spring until
the end of summer provides the most unfavorable conditions for

the presence of visitors due to intense heat. Based on this,

assessing the tourism comfort climate in the Pol-e Dokhtar
Wetlands No-Hunting Area is of particular importance given

the abundance of natural and tourism attractions and the

potential for developing various recreational activities in the
region. Furthermore, as a protected area under the Department

of Environment, this region has ecological and conservation

limitations. Managers and decision-makers can contribute to its
greater protection by planning suitable tourism during the

climate-comfort months, while considering the service capacity
of this area during peak tourism seasons.

Keywords: Favorable tourism months, Tourism climate
indices, Protected areas, Pol-e Dokhtar Wetlands No-Hunting

area.
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